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CoMMUNICATIONS, 


REMOVAL OF AN INVERTED UTERUS 
WITH AN INTRA-MURAL FIBROUS 
TUMOR OF THE FUNDUS, BY 
ECRASEMENT. 


(WITH WOOD CUT ILLUSTRATION.) 
By Tuomas Hay, M. D. 
Of Philadelphia. 


The patient, Mrs. M. A. B., eet. 32 years, of 
York, Pa., came under my care April 17, 1871. 
She was born of healthy parents; has two 
brothers d one sister—all living. The 
father’s age is 69 and the mother’s 61 years. 

The patient was married Dec. 12, 1865, and 
gave birth .o a child—a boy—June 14, 1867, 
eighteen months after marriage. She was 
taken in active labor early in the morning, 
and was delivered ‘with forceps the next day 
atll A.M. There was much suffering con- 
nected with the labor, but no flooding or hem- 
orrhage occurred after it. On the twelfth day 
the sat up out of bed, and in the third week 
afler delivery, began to move about. 

She nursed the child till it was about 16 
months old, some time in the fail of 1868. The 
menses came on while she was nursing, when 
the child was five or six months old, and re- 
turned at irregular periods, till some time early 
in the spring of 1869. 

The patient never aborted, and was in good 
health previous to, and during this, her first 
and only pregnancy. 

In the spring of 1869, about five months af- 
tr she had weaned the child, while menstru- 
tting, she lifted a wash kettle of clothes 
of the stove, whereupon profuse hemorrhage 
mddenly came on, which caused her to take 
‘o her bed and remain there for several days. 





From the spring of 1869 till the spring of 
1870, the menses appeared more regularly, 
but the flow was excessive, and lasted a week 
or longer ata time, and were accompanied 
with forcing pains. During this time, when 
the effusion was going on, she usually was 
compelled to be in bed. She was under med- 
ical advice, but no examination was made per 
vaginam and the treatment employed consist- 
ed mostly of remedies given by the mouth. 

About the spring of 1870,the hemorrhage 
and pains were no longer confined to the mea- 
strual periods. The hemorrhage was almost 
incessant,:and often suddenly alarmivg, and 
the forcing pains more frequent and severe. 
Her condition became more and more aggra- 
vated, till, in December, 1870, she was com- 
pelled finally totake to her bed, in consequence 
of an accession of the pains. She suffered 
agonizing, bearing down, labor-like pains for 
twenty-four hours, till ‘suddenly something 
seemed to come away,” when the severe pains 
subsided, and in the course of several days 
gradually disappeared, and gave place to an 
uncomfortable, heavy and tensive feeling, con- 
fined to the lower abdomen and back, which 
kept her in bed four weeks. The paroxysm 
of expulsive pains was followed by retention 
of urine, and the homeeopath who was then 
in attendance, in bis attempts to use the cath- 
eter, detected a ‘“‘retroverted womb in the 
vagina,” and the efforts he made to “re- 
place’’ the organ were legion. 

During and immediately after the paroxysm 
of greatest euffering, the loss of blood wassmall, 
and when the patient was up and about, the 
hemorrhage was not as great as it had been. 
It however continued till the operation was 
performed, but the flow was more uniform 
and less in quantity, except at periodical in- 
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tervals of about three or four weeks, when it 
was greatly increased, and continued six or 
eight. days. While she was still confined to 
bed, a discharge of sanious pus made its ap- 
pearance from the vagina, and when she came 
under my care it was profuse, Since her 
first trouble, the patient had been under the 
care of several different physicians of her town, 
and not knowing the real cause of her illoess 
but fully realizing her critical condition, she 
sought other advice. 

By this time she was almost exsanguinated, 
and greatly reduced. The discharge of blood 
and sanies continuing, and debility increasing, 
her physical. exhaustion and mental distress 
was 80 great, that she was anxious to be re- 
lieved at any risk. 

I made an examination, and found the pear- 
shaped tumor herewith illustrated. The vagi- 
na was so completely occupied by the mass 
that a satisfactory examination, without anzs- 
thetizing the patient, was found to be impos- 
sible. 

As prophylactic measures against the effects 
of the use of an anesthetic and an operation, 
if one should be performed, which at this time 
I bélieved would afford the only chance of 
life, the patient was put te bed, ice was ap- 
plied over the lower abdomen, from time to 
time, and large doses of the muriated tiacture 
of iron were administered. 


This plan of treatment was carried out faith- 
fully 1ill the day of the operation. It had a 
happy effect in greatly controlling the flow of 
blood, and the patient gained strength and 
was improved. 

She was anxious to have her case determin- 
ed, and wanted the operation performed, if it 
was to be resorted to, at the earliest possible 
day; and on the 8th of May, 1871, fourteen 
days before the operation was performed, and 
about five days preceding the menstrual 
period, anzsthesia was induced by my friend} 
Dr. JamMes W. Kerr, of York, Pa., and a 
careful examination was made. The tumor, 
projecting downward and pressing on the 
perinszeum, was found to occupy the entire va- 
gina, which latter was distended upward and 
latterly as well as downward. 

The tumor could be easily felt in the lower 
abdomen, and with one hand in the vagina 
grasping it, and the other pressing upon it in 
the pubic region, it was found to be. movable, 
aud a funnel-shaped opening was distinctly de- 





tected in it through the abdominal parietes, 
Introducing the hand high up into the vagina, 
the neck of the tumor was found to be sur. 
rounded, except anteriorly, by the os uteri, 
and the sound introduced into the cervix, 
showed a depth of about half an inch. 

As will be seen by reference to the illustra. 
tion, there was no defined pedicle, and while 
it was clear we had an ioverted uterus to 
deal with, we could not account for its large 
size. The surface of the tumor looked fleshy, 
was rough, abraded and ulcerated, and slight 
manipulation of it at any point caused a flow 
of blood. Mucous membrane could not be 
detected on it. The tumor had somewhat of a 
doughy feeling, but it was hard to firm pres. 
sure. 

The previous history of the case, and the 
signs afforded by the examination, left. no 
doubt as to the diagnosis. The absence of 
the cervix anteriorly was accounted for as hay. 
ing been occasioned by laceration of the os 
when the fundus passed through it. 

The stump of the inverted uterus occupied 
almost as high a position within the abdo- 
men as the organ does in its natural position, 
and the sign so valuable in cases of ordinary 
inversion, afforded by means of the sound in- 
troduced into the bladder and the finger into 
the rectum, and again into the vagina, could 
not have been of any value in the case, and 
this expedient was not employed. 

On the 22d day of May, 1871, the second 
day afver menstruation ceased, the patient 
was placed on her back, low down on a bed, 
with her limbs supported by each fvot resting 
on a chair, and was profoundly anzsthetized, 
and with the assistance of Dr. Jamzs W. 
Kerr and Mr. McLouGuHLin, medical student, 
the uterus was amputated. The chain of the 
écraseur was placed round the cervix, a short 
distance below the os, and was tightened very 
slowly, and fifteen minutes were consumed in 
severing it. The opening was large, and 
easily admitted the passage of four fingers 
at a time into the peritoneal cavity. Previous 
to the operation, the patient’s bowels were 
moved with an enema, and the bladder was 
evacuated. 

To guard against hemorrhage, after the ab- 
scission,I placed a globular sponge saturated 
with the solution of the persulphate of iron up 
against and partly into the os, which at once 
caused it to contract. I removed the sponge 
on the following day, and the cerivx was 8 
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much contracted that it would hardly have ad- 
mitted the index finger. 

It was difficult to place the chain of the 
écraseur in position. At first I tried to apply 
the “ porte-chaine,” which has been added to 
Chassaignac’s instrument.* This however, 
was soon abandoned, and the chain attached 
at both ends to the mandrel was introduced 
with the left hand into the vagina behind the 
tumor, and after it was caused to ascend some 
‘distance it was firmly held in position, and as 
the cylinder of the instrument was passed up- 
ward in front of the tumor, the chain was 
separated, and soon made to surround the 
uterus, after which it was not difficult to place 
it in the desired position. 

The patient recovered rapidly without up- 
pleasant symptoms occurring, and I shall not 
extend this article by a detail of the progress 
of the case. The patient was placed in bed, 
on her back, and she remained quiet in this 
position for two weeks. McMunn’s elixir of 
opium was given +t stated intervals for the 
first few days. No loss of blood followed the 
operation, and there was very little tympanites 
or pain. Turpentine stupes applied to the 
abdomen, and an occasional dose of Mc 
Munn’s elixir of opium were all that was re- 
quired for their relief. When sbe was tired and 
wakeful, the latter remedy always afforded rest 
and a good night’s sleep. Onthe day of the 
operation, in the evening, the urine was 
passed naturally, and regularly afterward. 
The bowels were confined till the tenth day, 
when they were moved naturally. 

There was aemall vaginal discharge for a 
short time. During the first week she was fed 
a liquid diet, principally panada. A more 
liberal diet was then gradually allowed, and 
in the middle of the second week she ate sol- 
idfood. She soon resumed the muriated tinct- 
ure of iron, and continued to take it for sev- 
eral months. At the end of the third week 
she sat. up in bed; at the end of the fourth 
she was allowed to be dressed and sit ina 
chair, and at the end of five weeks she walk- 
ed from room to room in her house. In the 
sixth week she was taken out in a carriage. 

July 1. Before the expiration of the sixth 
week after the operation, the patient was 
able to go up and down stairs without incon- 
venience, and could walk far-and not get fa 





“See Sims’ Uterine Surgery, American Edition, 1869, pp. 
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tigued. She had gained weight, and color 
was being restored to her cheeks. 

Thirty-eight days after the last appearance 
of the catamenia, and thirty-six from the date 
of the operation, a small sanguineous effasion 
occurred, preceded by feelings of slight un- 
easiness in the back, lasting two days, and it 
is a peculiar and noticeable physiological cir- 
cumstance, that at the ensuing periods, up till 
November following—the time of writing this 
article—this apparent attempt at menstruation 
recurred. These periods, lasting from two to 
three days, have not been attended with any 
disturbance whatever, or interfered with the 
patient’s comfort in any way. The flow has 
been small, and after the first twenty-four 
hours, began to disappear. 

The mutilation has not changed her femi- 
nality, and with the characteristics of her sex 
retained, har conjugal relations are the same 
as before it. She is well and happy and has 
gained many pounds in weight, and is in the 
full enjoyment of good health. What remains 
af the cervix is very much contracted, and 
has a transverse opening in it that will barely 
admit the point of the index finger. 

The entire mass removed weighed one 
pound avoirdupois, less one quarter ounce, 
troy, and measured in length six and a half 
(64) inches, in circumference, at the thickest 
part, twelve (12) inches, and around the 
neck, eight and a half (84) inches. The 
surface is abraded, and ulcerated. The 
cavity of the inverted uterus measures two 
and a quarter (24) inches in depth, and 
one and three-eighths (14) inches in the 
broadest diameter, and is lined with the peri- 
toneal investment, and part of the fallopian 
tubes broad and ovarian ligaments are within. 
The fibroid is embedded in the parietes of the 
uterus—is interstitial—and, from pressure, and 
distension the tissues covering it are very much 
attenuated, and rouad. the base, so thin, and 
firmly adherent, that they can be separated 
from it only with great difficulty. 

The large cavity and the thick uterine walls 
around it are quite in contrast with inverted 
uteri, as ordinarily met with in the chronic 
state. By the contraction of the parietes the 
cavity ordinarily gradually diminishes, and it is 
little, if any larger, than it was before the inver- 
sion took place. The examination of pathologi- 
cal specimens show that the cavities of inverted 
uteri, in the chronic state, are not often larger 
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than a “crow quill.’”’* The illustration rep- 
resents almost a full side view of the inverted 
uterus from the front, and the T shaped incis- 
ion with the flaps turned back shows the fi- 
broid embedded in and surrounded by the 
uterine tissues. The amputated surface and the 
opening into the cavity of the inverted uterus, 
and the attenuated uterine titsues around the 
fundus, are also represented in the wood-cut. 

The illustration shows the inverted uterus 
and fibroid in their natural size. 

Fibroids of large size are known to have 
been found, after death, embedded in the 
parietes of the uterus, and floating inthe ab- 
dominal cavity, attached to the fundus by a 
pedicle, that gave no trouble during life, and 
were not known to exist till they were found 
post mortem. : 

Several years ago, I examined the body of 
a colored woman, who died from cancer of 
the breast, in whose uterus there were sev- 
eral intra-mural fibroids and a large globular 
fibrous tumor, floating in the abdomen, at- 
tached to the fundus bya pedicle. I first saw, 
the woman only a short time before her 
death, and, noticing that the abdomen was 
large and distended with fluid, was led by this 
circumstance to make the post mortem. The 
uterus was two or three times its natural size, 
and the interstitial tumors numbered, per- 
haps, four or five, the largest of which was 
one and a half or two inches in diameter. 
The uterus and pediculated tumor were given 
to a young medical friend, Dr. A. F. Pricz, 
now assistant surgeon in the U.S. Navy, to be 
put into alcohol, and from some inadvertency 
the specimen was allowed to spoil. I re- 
gretted this,as the weight and size of the 
pediculated tumor had not been taken. It 
was heavy, however, and would probably 
have measured from twenty to twenty-five 
iaches in circumference. 

From notes of the case taken at the time, 
it is shown that the woman menstruated reg- 
ularly and naturally, and at the age of forty- 
five years—one year before her death—the 
catamenia disappeared ; and that she passed 
through the climacteric period of her life 
without suffering from any cause connected 
with the function of menstruation, that she 





*Thonhts on Chronic Inversion of the Uterus, esp ci- 
ally in reference to Gastrotomy as a substitute for Ampu- 
tation of the Uterus. By Henry MILLER,M.D. Rich- 
mond and Louisville Medical Journal, April, 1870, p. 378. 
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lad been married, and was pregnant three 
times, and aborted in the early months of 
each pregnancy ; that her occupation was that 
of a cook, and that she worked regularly at 
it until eight months before her death; that 
the tumors existed unrecognized during life ; 
that they caused no suffering or inconvenience, 
and only prevented pregnancy from contin- 
uing to maturity. 

The case just referred to is very illustrative 
of the fact that these tumors may exist long- 
and not cause enough inconvenience to attract 
attention, and that the patient may die ata 
late period of life from some other disease, 
without their being recognized. 

In the case of the patient, Mrs. B., the 
fibroid appears to have grown in the parietes 
of the fundus of the uterus, directly on a line 
with the vertical axis of the organ, and any 
cause existing that favored inversion would be 
determined by it. Taking this view of the 
cas, it is probable that had pregnancy not 
taken place, the inversion would not have 
occurred. Probably complete involution did 
not take place after delivery, and the tumor 
as it grewencroached upon the uterine cavity, 
and drew the fundus with it. The tumor now 
acted as a foreign body and irritated the 
uterus, and as it gradually increased in size, 
the cavity was still further extended; and the 
uterus contracting to discharge the tumor, 
pressed it, with the partly inverted fundus, 
toward the natural outlet, till finally the bear- 
ing-down labor-like pains forced the tumor, 
enclosed in the parietes of the fundus, through 
the os. The inversion thus took place very 
slowly, and was developed little by little. 

In the absense of such cause, it is more 
probable that the efforts of the uterus would 
not have been called into action to expel the 
fibroid, and that the principal displacement 
of the uterus that might have occurred, would 
have been ante- or retroflexion, and that the 
patient could have gone through life with 
comparatively little suffering. 

On the other hand, with the cause existing, 
inversion would most likely follow, unless 
means were used to prevent it; and it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that such result might 
have been averted, and the patient spared 
months of mental agony and physical suffer- 
ing, and still be in the possession of her womb, 
if remedies had been timely and judiciously 
employed. 
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In this case the necessity of a diagnosis 
seems to have been overlooked, and it points 
to the importance of paying due attention to 
the condition of the uterus after delivery, and 
of not relying upon general indications alone, 
and of not assuming irregular menstruation, 
menorrbagia or other disorder of the organ, 
to be due to functional derangement, at the 
expense of a careful local examination. 

It does not appear that amputat ion of the 
uterus is given a place in works on surgery. 
But few authors make mention of it. 

Professor Gross, who refers to it, ‘says: 
“When the tumor is hopelessly irreducible, it is 
not only a source of mechanical inconvenience, 
but of almost incessant hemorrhage, draining 
the system of blood, and keeping the woman 
constantly at death’s door. Under such cir- 
cumstances, as a dernier resort, amputation is 
occasionally practiced. The operation, how- 
ever, is generally fatal, the patient dying 
from shock, hemorrhage, peritonitis, or pye- 
mia. In a case in my hands, some years ago, 
death occurred in less than forty-eight hours 
from inflammation ; and in another, in which 
I assisted Professor MILLER, the woman per- 
ished from hemorrhage in less than three 
hours. From the result of these two cases, I 
should certainly have no desire to repeat the 
operation.”’* 

Dr. Sums says: ‘I would hesitate a long 
time before removing another inverted ute- 
rus.” (1) 

In Professor MILLER’s case, above referred 
to by Dr. Gross, amputation was made witha 
bistuory. (2) 

Of the different means that have been em- 
ployed te amputate the chronic inverted 
uterus, the ligature and écraseur combined is 
in yreater favor than either the ligature, 
knife or écraseur alone. By the use of the 
ligature and écraseur combined, pyemia, which 
is more apt to follow when the ligature alone 
is employed, is averted, and hemorrhage, when 
the knife or écraseur is used, is prevented. 

This procedure will no doubt afford the re- 
sults claimed for it; and when the pain that 
is caused by the ligature, during the twenty- 
fuur or forty-eight hours that it should be 

(1) *Clinical Notes on Uterine Surgery, by J. Manion 
Sins, M. D. ( American edition), 1869, p 134. 


(2) The Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal, loc 
cit. p. 392. 





*A System of Surgery, etc., by SamuzL D. Gross, M. 
D., fourth edition, 1866, vol. 2, p. 841. 
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allowed to remain, can be borne, it is perhaps 
the best way to abscise the organ. In other 
cases, however, I believe the écraseur alone, 
with the subsequent application of the per- 
sulphate of iron, as above used, will be, at 
least, equally as favorable in its results, 

It appears that statistics show a lower rate 
of mortality than other amputations, and 
capital operations (3), and “ there is reason to 
hope that under more skillful surgery, and 
improved after-ireatment, the mortality will 
become still less ” (4), and that the operation 
will be given a place in treatises on surgery. 


For valuable statistics of the different opera- 
tions and interesting memoirs and other in- 
formation on inversion of the uterus, see : 

Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, London 
vol., XXXV. p. 125, et seq. 

Ibid., vol. LII., p. 179, et seq. 

Ibid., vol. X., p. 358, et seq. 

Ibid., vol. XLI., 183 et. seg. 

The Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal, 
loc., cit., p, 376, e¢ seq. 

Clinical Memoirs on Diseases of Women, by 
McClintock, Dublin, 1863, p. 76, et seg. 

Clinical Notes on Uterine Surgery, by J. 
MARION Srus, M.D. (American edition), 1866, 
p- 123, et seq. 

Lectures on the Diseases of Women, by 
CHARLES WEsT, M.D. (3d American edition), 
1867, pp., 187—202. 

On the Diseases of Women, by FLEET- 
woop CHURCHILL, M. D., Fifth Edition, Dub- 
lin, 1864, pp. 463—484. 

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
July 1856, pp. 127—128; pp. 265-269. 

Ibid., July 1858, pp., 18—14; pp. 270—272. 

Ibid., Oct. 1869, pp. 313--363. 

Ibid., Jan’y, 1866, pp. 149—152. 

Ibid., April 1866, pp. 403-404. 

Ibid., Oct. 1867, pp. 405—409. 

Ibid., Jan. 1868, pp. 91—99. 

The American Journa. of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children, Aug. 1868, pp., 
164—168. 

Tbid., Aug. 1869, pp. 207—218.; pp. 354— 
358. 

Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of 
London, vol. X., pp. 30-37. 

Ibid., vol. XI , pp. 174--176. 

Tbid., vol. XII., pp. 344—349. 





(3.) The Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal, loc, 
cit., p. 395. 
(4.) Ibid. p. 394. 
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ECLAMPSIA. 


By A.’Hurp, M. D. 
Ot Findlay, Ohio. 

I desire to report a case of eclampsia, that 
recently came under my observation, which 
possibly may be of some interest to the pro- 
fession at large. More especially do I desire 
to make your journal the medium, because 
you solicit rural contributions, and also be- 
cause I have recently noticed in its pages sev- 
eral articles relating to puerperal convulsions 
in which the value of venesection as a reme- 
dial agent has been learnedly discussed both 
pro and con. 

Twenty years ago, in the regular profession, 
there was no respectable practitioner of med- 
icine and surgery who for one moment called 
in question or doubted the propriety of blood- 
letting in such a class of cases; and the phy- 
sician who from timidity or ignorance failed to 
give his patient the benefit of such a course 
of treatment, would have been accused of 
neglect in the performanee of duty, and con- 
demned by his associates in the practice of 
mediciue. 

Whence this change in what were once con- 
sidered the well established principles in our 
profession, established as the results of care- 
ful observation, and the large experience of 
earnest men, who were learned in our profes- 


sion, and fully acquainted with the symptoms. 


and pathology of the disease ? In my bumble 
opinion popular sentiment had something to 
do with it. The ridicule of mere pretenders, 
those dishonest leaders of new schools and 
founders of new pathys, had more to do with 
it. Some bold, brave, conscientious men 
withstood the shafts of ridicule, and the 
assaults of unreasonable popular clamor, and 
daily the number is increasing, for I notice 
that some of our best teachers and writers 
are carefully and cautiously recommending the 
use of the Jancet in certain cases and condi- 
tions of the system. A reaction is taking 
place. Our science, like others, may moye in 
cycles. For in the next decade I expect to see 
the profession again return to a discriminate, 
judicious and rational use of blond-letting. 

I confess that I am not sufficiently familiar 
with the comparative statistics as to the re- 
silts in the treatment of the disease with 
blood-letting and without, so as to show por- 
itively their comparative merits, but I have 
@ vague recollection that under the for- 
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mer the success was even greater than up. 
der the latter. I am fully aware that recently 
the theory has been started, and is said to be 
fully confirmed, by testing the urine of preg. 
pant women that the patients who are eb. 
noxious to eclampsia have previously suffered 
from a peculiar disease of the kidneys—and 
consequent change in the crasis of the blood, 
known as albuminuria—the result of pressure 
or otherwise, and that the anzemic and chang. 
ed condition of the blood—both as to quanti- 
ty and quality, so impresses the nervous cen- 
tres and disturbs the nervous forces as t9 pre- 
dispose to an attack of the disease. 

If the conclusions reached are correct, and 
the theory thoroughly established as a fact in 
pathology, such a condition would seem to 
contra-indicate the abstraction of blood, for 
in such a class of cases, where the condition 
would necessarily be anremic, the loss of blood 
to any considerable extent would be followed 
by bad results and retard the subsequent re- 
covery. 


Judicious blood-letting would not to any 
great extent lessen the quantity of poisoned 
blood circulating in a given time within the 
brain, ang, therefore, the prostration follow- 
ing copi~us abstractions of blood would more 
than counterbalance the doubtful immediate 
beneficial effects of such a procedure, and 
we sbould, therefore, do much more harm 
than good. 

The late Prof. ELLI0TT, in his “Obstetrie 
Clinics,’ fully endorses the theory of kidney 
complication, and the consequent toxemic 
condition of the blood—conclusions no doubt 
reached as the result of numerous observa- 
tions, directed by a clear mind and remarka- 
ble talents. Although he doés not fully con- 
demn and discard blood letting, still the 
weight and influence of his teachings and 
writings would seem to be against it, and thst 
he trusts more to “ wet cups, diuretics, chloro- 
form, ete.,”? than to more energetic inter- 
ference. 

No doubt such a course of treatment would 
do well to prevent and palliate in cases where 
from observations the urine was known to be 
albuminous, and danger was apprehended 
from the known toxsemie condition of the 
blood, preparatory to labor in city or hospital 
practice where patients could be daily seen ; 
but it occurs to me that in the country, where 
you are only called because of the convul- 
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sions, and that the first time you see your 
patient you beho'd her in all of the fearful, 
terrible contortions of a profound attack of 
eclampasia; that such means would be en- 
tirely inadequate to meet the demands of the 
case. In such a condition of things, to hesitate 
or doubt might be the death of your patient, 
Action is demanded. Will you bleed or will 
you temporize ? 

I do not believe that the profession is fully 
convinced of the truth of the urinic or albu- 
minous condition of the blood in such cases. 
It is known to the profession, that it is no un- 
common occurrence to find albumen in the 
urine of healthy females who are pregnant, 
and that such pass through laber without con- 
vulsions ; and on the other hand, according to 
reports of cases in ‘“‘ Obstetric Clinics,’ preg 
pant women whose urine “ was loaded with 
albumen and casts,’ passed safely through 
labor without convulsions. If there is any 
logic in science, a relation between cause and 
effect ought to lead us to look to some other 
cause for these manifestations. Is it not 
found in the tumultuous action of the heart and 
arteries, and the consequent tension of the 
vessels within the brain ? 

In such cases where so important an organ 
as the brain suffers, it would be far better 
“to ward off, if possible, than to cure an at- 
tack of puerperal convulsions.’”’ But when 
convulsions have occurred, considering their 
nature, the part effected, and the fear of 
“fatal effusion and extravasation,” as the ter- 
rible result, it would seem to call for the most 
prompt and energetic interference on the part 
of the attendant to prevent, if possible, such 
fearful consequences. ‘‘ Sometimes in a single 
attack,” during the progress and continuance 
of one convulsion, “ the fatal blow is struck,’’ 
80 that consciousness is never recovered. The 
dark and terrible ecene deepens; the stupor 
becomes more complete, the breathing more 
laborious, the stertor deeper and louder—all 
pointing speedily to the “ sleep of death.’’ 

These results—the effusion and extravasa- 
tion—can beast be prevented by the immediate 
and free abstraction of blood. By such means 
you can more quickly subdue the tumultuous, ir- 
titable action of the heart and arteries, relieve 
the severe tension upon the vessels within 
the brain, and restore that equilibrium in the 
circulation, which must be established in or- 
der to prevent a recurrence and continuation 
of the attacks. 
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You perhaps do not bleed to rid the blood 
of any particular materics morbi—THEORETIU- 
ALLY THERE, or there in fact, but to get the 
immediate mechanical hydrostatic effect upon 
the circulation as the result of such a proced- 
ure. Not that blood-letting is remedial in its 
effects, by virtue of the poisoned elements 
drawn off--only proportionately to the quan- 
tity of blood in circulation—but is remedial 
by virtue of the effect produced upon the vol- 
ume of biood distributed to a given organ or 
part, ng a given period of time, by reliev- 
ing them frum congestions, and equalizing the 
circulation. ‘I hold it then to be certain that 
for some special morbid constitutions, venesec- 
tion is a potent and life-preserving remedy ; 
that there are many ¢ xigencies for which it is 
not only safe to employ, but unsafe and un- 
pardonable to withhold it. Ishall have tore- 
turn to this subject hereafter, but I may 
repeat now, in brief terms, that the condition 
which cries out for and obtains relief so signal 
and immediate from phlebotomy, may be de- 
scribed as that of great and often sudden en- 
gorgement and distension of the vessels that 
carry biack blood, of the systemic veins ot the 
pulmonary artery, and especially of the right 
chambers of the heart. In this embarrassed 
condition of the circulation, with so unequal a 
distribution of blood in the two systems of 
vessels, it is the veins that require emptying, 
not the arteries. As the tension of the 
stretched and almost paralyzed right ventrical 
is lessened, the hollow muscle again becomes 
capable of contracting upon and propelling its 
contents, the clogged lung is set free, the 
functions of the oppressed BRAIN are eased and 
relieved, and the balanced play of the heart 
and lungs is restored. This, it seems to me, 
is the true philosophy of blood-letting in 
disease, approved by reason and fortified by 
experience.’’* 


Now, in the limited experience which I 
have in the use of other means in the treat- 
ment of the disease under consideration, such 
as veratrum viride, bromide of potassium, 
chloroform, and other remedies suggested by 
different observers, I have not been able to 
obtain such favorable results as reported by 
others. It is true that verat. viride acts quite 
speedily and exerts a powerful influence over 
the actu n of the heart and arteries, but the 
great objection to its continuous use, as ob- 





*Watson’s New Edition. 
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servec!| by me, in often repeated large dosés, 
is its liability to irritate and nauseate the 
stomach, thereby producing severe .and per- 
sistent; vomitiog, and in my hands it has peen 
the case, whether used in the treatment of 
eclampsia, pneumonia, or febrile and inflam- 
matory diseases. And one constant peculiar- 
ity, which I have invariably noticed, is, that 
when vomiting has been once caused by its 
action, there is a complete intolerance to its 
use for a number of hours thereafter, cs geen 
in the use of such heroic doses as af sanc- 
tioned and recommended by Dr. Fearn, in a 
recent paper published in the American Jour- 
nal of Obstetrics. And although we have not 
been able—either from the want of correct 
knowledge used in its application or otherwise 
—to reach the same results and come to the 
same conclusions, and notice the same grand, 
beneficial effects from its use, still, we are 
willing to confess that the facts given, the 
cases reported, the successes attending its 
use, would seem amply sufficient to fully es- 
tablisb a principle in our profession. 

It isto be hoped that other observers in the 
field will fully confirm, establish and elabor- 
ate the facts which are so candidly and ably 
set forth in the paper above referred to. In 
much smaller doses verat. viride is an invalu- 
able drug, but its effects in such doses are not 
prompt and sure enough to meet effectually 
the urgent demands of such a terrible disease 
And so of bromide of potassium; it may do to 
depend on it as an adjuvant, but not as the 
main remedy in combatting thedisease Chlo- 
roform, no doubt, is a valuable remedy ; but 
it is not, in controlling the disease and the con- 
sequent spasms, invariable in its action. I 
will give you a case in point: 


Last August, the 16th, I was culled to see 
Mrs. C.,a farmer’s wife, six miles in the 
country, a healthy, short, heavy-set woman, 
aged 47, who was about seven months in her 
tenth pregnancy. She was suffering at the 
time with pain in the left side, aud troubled 
with a severe cough. Upon inquiry, I found 
that her bowels were quite regular, and the 
urine (though I did not test it) was supposed 
to be normal in quantity and quality. Appe- 
tite pretty good, and no fault im digestion. I 
noticed nothing very unusual or pecaltirabout 
the case, only her short, thick néck which was 
suggestive of fits. 


Prescribed, pul. doveri, with some simple 





[Wok xxv) 


cough syrup, mustard plaster to side, and cave 
her instructions to keep her bowels well open, 
to be patient and wait. I paid no further at 
tention to the case, except to call once or 
twice, in passing, and make some simile pré. 
scription or suggestion, and heard nothing 
more of the case, till Oct. 3lst. I was then 
called early in the morning, being informed 
that Mrs. C. was in labor. Reached there, 
4 A.M., and, upon inquiry, found that her 
bowels had moved freely, had *‘ made water 
frequently,”’ and upon examination found the 
os well dilated, that the membranes had rup- 
tured, waters passed off, head presenting in 
the first position, pains strongly expulsive 
and regular, and every indication ef a speedy 
completion of labor. Within half hour the 
child was born—a vigorous boy—weighing 
about 7 pounds. On placing my hand on her 
abdomen to see if the uterus was well con- 
tracted, and to prepare to remove the placen- 
ta, I found that the womb contained anoth- 
erchild. Labor soon came on, and after three 
or four strong pains, a little girl was born, al- 
so vigorous, weighing about 64 pounds. The 
common after-birth to both children, came 
speedily away, attended by very little hemor- 
rhage. A bandage was applied, and she was 
placed comfortably in bed, and seemed smart 
and cheerful. The necessary directions were 
given, and congratulations tendered,. and I 
returned to town. 


About 4 o’clock, P. M., the same day, I was 
called in great haste, with the startling an 
nouncement by messenger that I must come 
quickly, as Mrs. .C—— was dying. WhenI 
arrived there I found that Mrs. C——, about 
2 o’clock, 8 hours after an easy and every way 
natural delivery, without any known disturb- 
ing cause, had been attacked with a convul- 
sion, and that she had had three up to the 
time of my arrival at 4 o’clock, and also that 
she h:d remained entirely unconscious since 
the first convulsion. Just as I entered the 
room she had another. Being mindful of 
Dr. FEARNS’ article oa the use of verat. viride 
in such cases, I immediately gave her half 
drachm dose of Tilden’s fid. ext., and repeated 
the dose in abcut twenty minutes. In a few 
moments after vomiting occurred and another 
convulsion : more verat. viride, and another 
vomiting and another convulsion. (Here I 
requested that Dr. F. W. Fremin, be called a8 
counsel). I now tried chloroform, put her 
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yell under its influence, though in that con- 
dition she still had another convulsion. I now 
determined to bleed—took about ten ounces. 
She lay unconscious, with heavy breathing, for 
spout one hour and a half, when just as Dr. 
firMIN came in she had another severe con- 
yulsion. 

After a brief consultation, we concluded to 
jet more blood (as the case looked much like 
spoplexy), which the Doctor proceeded to do, 
snddrew about sixteen ounces in fullstream. I 
then continuedchloroform, and gave her about 
twenty grains of calomel (in fresh butter, puton 
the tongue as per ELLroTT's directions), with 
one-half grain morphine ; put cold to the head, 
and ordered mustard to the wrists and ankles, 
sndalso fifteen grains bromide potassium every 
two hours. We left about 1 o’clock, A. M., 
up to which time she had no more convul- 
sions, though she was unconscious, and her 
breathing stertorous. 

Nov. 1,9 o’elock, A. M.—Saw her again; 
learned she had had a slight attack about 4 
o'clock, three hours after we left. She was 
not conscious; breathing not so heavy; had 
winated freely ; boweis had not moved ; gave 
more calomel; gave small quantity of milk 
as nourishment, and otherwise continue same 
directions. 

Nov. 2,10 o’clock A. M.—Much improved 
bowels have moved freely ; has passed water ; 
is conscious,though some what confused ; wants 
toknow why her arms are sore, and was en- 
tirely unaware of what had been done, or 
what had transpired since the first attack ; 
discontinued the bromide potass.; increased 
the milk and ordered perfect quiet. 

Nov. 3.—Great improvement ; perfectly ra- 
tional; free from pain; has appetite ; wants 
children to the breasis ; has pretty free secre- 
tion of milk. Let her have a more generous 
diet, and order bark wine and iron. 

‘ov. 4.—Still improving ; continue medicine 
and dismiss the case. 

Nov. 15. At this date she is doing her work, 
attending to the babies, and has had as good 
getting up as usual with her former confine- 
ments. 

The only thing about this case is the 
number of convulsions, the amount of deple- 
tion, the rapid recovery, and the length of 
time supervening between the time of a nat- 
wal delivery and the occurrence ot the con- 
vulsions. The other points in the case, treat- 
ment, etc., tell their own story. 
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CHLORAL HYDRATE. 
By T. Curtis Smirn, M. D., 


Of Middleport, Ohio. 

This therapeutic agent was first discovered 
by LizsBieé about 32 years ago, but did not at- 
tract attention from the profession till after 
it was brought to its notice by Orro Liz- 
BREICH, of Berlin, on June 2d, 1869. Siace 
that date its fame as an anesthetic, but espe- 
cially as an hypnotic, has spfead to every 
part of the world where civilization has gained 
a foothold. Like many other new remedies, 
it has been “‘ lauded to the sky” by many con- 
tributors to professional periodicals ; while, on 
the other hand, an occasional author has ut- 
tered a warning of danger arising from its too 
liberal use. 

Your reporter thinks it is now settling toa 
permanent place among valuable therapeutic 
agents; that it will not accomplish all that 
has been claimed for it; but that it will ac- 
complish enough good results to take rank 
second only to opium as an hypnotic and an- 
esthetic. In some respects it is far superior 
to opium or its alkaloids ; while in other points 
of value, it seems to me to be far inferior to 
it, as will be stated further on. 

Chloral hydrate is the result of the action 
of chlorine on alcohol, the latter giving up 
five of its six equivalents of hydrogen to the 
former, producing five equivalents of hydro- 
chloric acid, and combines io their place with 
three equivalents of chlorine, thus forming 
anhydrous chloral. This decomposes very 
readily on standing, but if combined with an 
equal weight of water, it forms the crystalline 
hydrate of chloral, which is a more stable 
compound and the one used for medicinal 
purposes.* It is soluble in its own weight of 
water, less soluble in alcohol and ether, and 
volatizes slowly in the air. When heat is ap- 
plied, the hydrate is distilled over without 
decomposition.t Its formula is C,H-C),O. Its 
odor and taste are pungent, though an aque- 
ous solution is not esp: cially unpleasant to 
the taste, but leaves an acrid sensation at the 
fauces. 

When an alkali is adied to a solution of 
chloral hydrate -(as caustic soda or potassa), 
chloroform is evolved, and a formiate of soda 
or potassa—as the case may be—is formed. 

* Haif-Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, for July, 


1870, p 41, 
{American Journal Medical Science, for Oct. 1869, p. 538. 
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B. W. RicHarpson, of London.f was the 
first; to clearly demonstrate that this change 
took place in the blood, in the living subject, 
though LErBReEIcH had inferred, from analogy, 
that such would be the case prior to RicHARD- 
SON’S experiments, and on this ground the 
former was led to try its effects, first on ani- 
mals, and afterward on the human subject. 
The physiological effects of chloral hydrate 
are, therefore, in reality those that would be 
produced by chloroform gradually evolved in 
the circulating fluid. The latter agent, in 
small quantities, retards molecular metamor- 
phosis ; but when carried to a sufficient dose, 
entirely checks the physical process of or- 
ganic life, and puts an end to it. Chloral hy- 
drate acts in the same manner, though much 
slower than chloroform, for the reason that 
the blood is not sufficiently alkaline to cause 
chloroform to be rapidly set free ; hence the 
enormous doses that are sometimes given, 
without a fatal result following. 

After the administration of a full dose of 
chlor. hydr., the temperature of the body falls 
from one to three degrees, and in poisonous 
doses, much lower—8 to 10 degrees. This dif- 
ference in temperature alone is sufficient to 
prove that it retards metamorphosis. The 
respiration becomes slower, and the blood less 
than normally oxygenized. The pulse for a 
time is slightly excited in frequency, then be- 
comes slower and fuller than natural. There 
is no well-marked stage of excitement pre- 
ceding its hypnotic effect, as there is with 
chloroform, which is much in favor of this 
remedy, and may be accounted for by the slow 
and even production of the latter agent after 
the absorption of the chloral. 

* As an anesthetic, it is far inferior to chloro- 
form or sulp. ether, the real stage of ansesthe- 
sia being short and imperfect. Asan anodyne 
it is inferior to opium, though it possesses 
properties of this character in a marked de- 
gree,and superior to those of hyoscyamus, 
cannabus ind. or lactucarium. Asa hypno- 
tic it is a very valuable agent, though in my 
hands it has not been more certain to produce 
hypnosis than opiam; which can I think, be 
accounted for by an excess of acid in the 
stomach, or the blood being less than nor- 
mally alkaline. Latterly I have learned to 
secure its hypnotic effects more certainly by 
using an alkali, about the time chloral hydrate 


tLoc. cit. 
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is given, im those cases where it does not act 
well without it. This has the effect of pr 
ducing more free evolution of chloroform—itz 
active principle—during and after its absorp. 
tion. 

In the post mortems,in animals and the 
human subject, the blood has been found to be 
very feebly coagulable or fluid. The same 
condition attains after death by the adminis. 
tration of chloroform. This may be acconnted 
for by the solvent power of chloroform on 
the fibrin of the blood, which is its active 
coagulating principle. 

The length of time that its hypnotic power 
prevails depends on the dose, a large peition 
producing much longer sieep than a small one, 
Tue sleep is not so profound as to prevent the 
patient, as a rule, from being easily awakened. 
With the majority of persons there is noill 
sequences following its administration, as ver. 
tigo, nausea, constipation, pruriency, general 
languor, diminished secretion, etc., which often 
follow the use of opium or its alkaloids. But 
in some instances the vertigo, cephalalgia, 
nausea, temporary want of co-ordinating pow. 
er, etc., are very distressing, though they may 
be readily relieved by brom. potass. The 
sleep, therefore, produced by this agent, as a 
rule, approaches more nearly that of health 
than when produced by opium. 

One great advantage it possesses over opim 
is the fact that its long continued use does not 
require an increase of the dose, nor establish 
a morbid habit of requfring ite continuance. 
After regular administration for months, the 
dose and effects will be the same as in the 
first instance, and when it is no longer needed, 
it can be dispensed with by the patient, with 
out any trouble or further desire for its use, 
or more than a very temporary restlessness at 
most. 

Dr. J. B. ANDREWS, of the New York State 
Lunatic Asylum, speaking from an ezperi- 
ence of 370 cases, says: ** The average length 
of time of administration has been to the men, 
39 days; to the wo.nen, 43 days. In a case 
of melancholia, marked by the most distres® 
ing delusions and wakefulness, it was given 
in 20 grain doses for 257 nights as a hypnotic, 
without losing its effect, and with the happy 
result of securing refreshing sleep. The p& 
tient recovered. In this instance, asin others, 

*American Journal of M dical Scvence for October, 181, 


p. 815—taken from the American Journal of Insanity fot 
July, 1871, 
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the value of the remedy was tested by o¢ca- 
sionally intermitting the dose. Sixty grains 
were administered during an attack of mania 
for 195 nights in succession.”’ 

He expresses the following summary of 
conclusions regarding its advantages, viz. : t 

“It is a hypnotic which seldem fails to 
produce sleep, which usually lasis from four 
to eight hours. 

“The sleep is natural, and one from which 
the patient can easily be aroused. 

“It is more generally tvlerated by the 
stomach than other sedatives. 

“Tt does not constipate the bowels or dis 
turb the secretions. 

“Tt does not injuriously affect the appetite. 

“Tt rarely produces headache, or leaves 
unpleasant effects. 

“Tt does not lose its power by repetition. 
*** * When the necessity for its use has 
ceased, it often, for the first time, becomes 
disagreeable to the patient. 

“Thus far we have met with no case where 
its administration has induced the habit of its 
use, which is one of the great dangers of 
opium, cannabis, etc. ; 

“Tt allays muscular spasm and rigidity. 

“No ill effects have been experienced in 
jts use in cases of disease of the brain, * * or 
from its use in the reduction of the pulse or 
of the temperature. 

“Tn cases of the opium habit, it has proved 
a valuable remedy to secure quiet and sleep, 
and allay nervous irritation, until the system 
has rallied from the depressing influence of 
the former drug. In insanity, it is particular- 
ly useful, to quiet restlessness and muscular 
activity.” 

The ill effects observed by him, are the 
same as those mentioned in this paper, with 
the addition of its effects sometimes being so 
rapid as to alarm the friends of the patient. 
Prof.N. R. SmirH, of Baltimore, Md., relates 
several cases{ (four), in which erysipelatous 
inflammation of the fingers, with ulceration 
around the nails, and desquamation of the 
caticle, followed the use of the remedy. 

But the histories of these cases do not seem 
to be sufficiently complete to prove positively 
that the remedy caused the disease in ques- 
tion. The same writer relates three deaths 
from toxemia, produced by chloral hydrate. 

.: Med. and Surg. Journal, July 20, 1871. 


¢We think our friend Mons. Kiconp weuld say it was 
specific disease. 
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I think we may easily understand how this 
agent can produce serious miechief, from the 
fact of the great solvent power it has over 
the blood elements, and by its causing, as all 
narcotics do, imperfect respiration, and, hence, 
imparity of the vital fluid from retained car- 
bon, ete, Like all our valuable remedies, it 
is not without its dangers, some of which are 
serious. Dr. H. W. FULLER,| of St. George’s 
Hospital relates a case that proved fatal, the 
dose being 30 grains. RICHARDSON mentions 
two fatal cases from its use. The number of 
fatal’ cases from its use are not few, if the 
cases given in our journals can be relied on, 
and in a few inetances from a comparatively 
small dose. We believe it not to be a safe 
remedy in cases where there is great dispncea 
from pulmonary disease or thoracic aneur- 
ism ; but if used with due precaution, may be 
considered a safe remedy in most cases de- 
manding a hypnotic, anodyne, or for the re- 
lief of muscular rigidity and spasm. 


The diseases and conditions in which this 
agent is applicable are numerous, but its great- 
est value is asa hypnotic, and is in this respect 
in most instances superior to opium. In par- 
turition, it is an agent of great value for the 
relief of pain or to relax a rigid os or perine- 
um. Especially is it useful in those cases 
where the pain is peculiarly distressing, with 
but feeble contraction of the uterus and but 
slight dilatation of the os, During the first and 
second stages of labor the pain can be great- 
ly diminished or entirely destroyed, without 
affecting the contractile power of the organ, 
and labor is often expedited by completing 
the relaxation necessary. But during the 
third stage and for a few days after it, I can 
hardly deem it a proper remedy, for the rea- 
son that it allows or causes too great relaxa- 
tion of the uterus, thus favoring hemorrhage, 
which would be difficult to control while the 
relaxing power of the chloral should last. 
Now as the effect of doses given during the 
second stage, must continue into the third, it 
follows that this relaxation continues, and it 
becomes the duty of the accoucheur to attend 
more closely than usual to the contraction of 
the uterus and the quantity of the discharge 
that is going on. 

It has, two or three days after labor, been 
followed by dangerous hemorrhage, and must 


[Ranking’s Abstrect for July, 1871, p. 113. 
qRanking’s Abstract for July, 1871, p. 126. 
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be used under such circumstances with great 
care, ifatall. In pertussis and coughs it isa 
highly beneficial agent, given at bed time, se- 
curing the patient good sleep ever the night, 
but during the day, if given in doses large 
enough to control the cough, its hypnotic 
power proves objectionable. For pleuritis, 
pleurodinia, gastralgia, colic, and very pain- 
ful diseases, I have not found it equal to opium 
or its alkaloids, but it is very admissible 
where opium is followed by ill consequence s. 

In strangury,* intestinal stricture and spas- 
modic maladies generally, I deem it a highly 
valuable agent. I cannot, however, speak 
highly of its value in the convulsions of chil- 
dren, having used it but a few times, end then 
observing somewhat dangerous symptoms fol- 
lowing it. In puerperal convulsions, it is one 
of the weapons now often used with great ad- 
vantage, but can hardly be applicable to 
cases requiring depletion, until venesection or 
similar measures have preceded it. 

In cases of great restlessness, with inability 
to sleep, and in very many cases of insanity, 
it is no doubt one of our most certain and ef- 
fectual remedies. Many reports from the 
meclical officers of asylums for the insane 
speak loudly in its praise as an hypnotic, by 
securing regular sleep with this agent, and 
thus overcoming the morbid vigilance so char_ 
acteristic of many of these cases, the patien, 
is allowed time for recuperation ; the excess 
of waste caused by want of sleep and constant 
movement, has been evercome in the sleep 
produced by the agent, and time granted for 
repair to take place. Besides this advantage, 
it is stated that the patients all sleep under 
its use, instead of many of them making night 
hideous with their insane jargon and screams. 

Another field for chloral hydrate, is in the 
treatment of tetanus. Scarcely a journal now 
appears but that one or more cases of tetanus, 
treatied by this agent, is related by some one 

giving his experience in its use. Dr. D. W, 
YANDELL,in the American Practitioner , states: 
“That tchloroform, up to this time, has 
yielded the largest percentage of cures in 
acute tetanus.” If this is true, and knowing 
the mode of action of chlor. hydrate, we may 
infer that it too would be a highly valuable 
agent in that fearful disease. From my own 
experience I can say nothing, not having 
treated a case with it. 

*See case in Compendium of Medical Science for July, 1871, 

Soe Manking’s Abstract, for Jan. 1871, p. 176. 
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It is only within the last eighteen month, 
that chloral has been freely used in tetanus, 
I have been able, from all the journals at my 
command, to find reports of seventy cases, 
Of this number thirty-five recovered, and 
twenty-five died. If this can be taken as 4 
standard of mortality, under the exclusive use 
of chloral, i¢ is not a bad showing ; as in ad. 
dition to this, nearly all were more or les 
benefitted by its use. But it is very probable 
that the large majority of fatal cases are never 
reported for publication. This being the case, 
it is quite probable that a true statistical 
showing would not enhance the claims of 
chloral in this disease. 

This agent is now highly spoken of by some 
authorities as an antidote for strychnia. Itis 
well known that chloroform is one of our best 
agents to counteract its poisonous effects, 
Chloral, largely given, would act in precisely 
the same manner, though somewhat slower, 
The dose of chloral is from 5 to 60 grs. It is 
better to commence with a small dose at first, 
than to take, what seems to me, a fearful risk 
of large doses without knowing how the 
patient will bear it. I usually give 8 to 10 
grs. every 20 to 30 minutes, until its effects 
are apparent. Generally two doses of this 
size produce the hypnotic effect. From 15 to 
20 grains will, or has for me, quite generally, 
been all that was needed. 

This plan of giving sometimes necessitates 
repetition through the night ; but I deem this 
the much safer plan of administration. For. 
merly I gave half-drachm doses, and repeated 
them when they failed ,to act promptly; but 
in two instances, I observed serious symptoms, 
which caused me to desist from such practice. 
In one case I gave two drachms before the 
patient slept. Ne ill effects followed, but I 
should fear to repeat such hasty practice. Dr. 
P. WiLLtAMs} relates a case that took about 
600 grains at one dose, without futal effects. 
Dr. W. HoLBRook § relates the case of a lady 
who took over 400 grains, after which she 
lived 15 hours, and died confatose. 

A number of cases are related, in which 
from two to three hundred grains have been 
taken without proving fatal, though in most 
instances they eaused serious symptoms. But 
this large dosing does not warrant us in taking 
the risk of using more than the minimum dose 








{Baltimore Med. Journal for Feb., 1871. 
2 Buffalo Medical Journal for Feb., 1871. 
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that will produce the desired result. Very 
serious symptoms have sometimes been caused 
by 15 grain doses, but as a rule, this would 
not produce ill effects, I wish.to repeat that 
small doses rapidly repeated are safer than to 
overwhelm the system at once. 

The acrid taste of the remedy should be dis- 
guised as much as possible, though it is not 
seriously unpleasant. For this purpose syr. 
simp. with aque menthe pip. aque cinnamo- 
mi, or syr. aurantii; in fact, any of the aro 
matics, with syrup, disguise the taste very 
well. Soalso does mucilage, with an aromatic. 
A bit of orange peel, or cinnamon, chewed 
before taking it, has an equally good effect in 
covering the taste of thisayent. Strong aque- 
ous solutions are quite disugreeable to the 
t-te, and acrid to the fauces, and should be 
avoided. , 

Chloral hydrate should not stand long in 
solution before using, as decomposition soon 
takes place, modifying, changing or destroy- 
ing entirely its valuable properties, or even 
rendering it dangerous for use. As to the 
precise character of the change that occurs 
during its decomposition, I am not prepared 
to speak, nor have I observed any statement 
of the nature of the chemical change that 
occurs by long standing, as given by any 
writer on the subject, though many speak of 
it, and some have mentioned ill effects result- 
ing from it. 


+ 
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HospiTAL Reports. 


ALBANY HOSPITAL. 
Sargical Clinic by Prof. J. H. ARusBr. 
[REPORTED BY T. D. CROTHERS, M, D.] 


Carcinoma. 


This lady is 40 years old; is married, and 
has children, but never nursed them on the 
breast affected. Her health was good up to 
six years ago, when she noticed the left breast 
was enlarging; this continued slowly untila 
year ago, when it began to increase more ra- 
pidly. Since that time it has attained two- 
thirds its present size. It is a painless, lobu- 
lated tumor, becoming smaller at the men- 
strual periods, and en gafter. There is 
no discoloration ; some p: feel soft, others 
harder to the touch ; it measures eighteen in- 
ches at its largest circumference ; its weight 


causes a ng, and quite painful sensation. 


is a cystic and fibrinous carcinoma, which. 
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jose eventually ulcerate and involve the ad- 
nt parts. 
I advise immediate excision. It may re- 
move the disease completely ; at least it will 
delay its and the patient may be 
ortable for In wy experience I 
have never found the use of the knife in can- 
cerous affections of the breast to hasten the 
final issue ; it affords an additional chance for 
ee and gives nature more power to resist the 
ase. 


Crushed Hand, 


This man’s hand was crushed ina husking 
machine, and I amputated at the carpo-meta- 
carpal articulation. The thumb was unin- 
jured.. The flaps of healthy skin were 
abundant to cover the parts, but afew days 
after, it sloughed away. The injury and 
shock had been so severe that vitaliiy was 
gone. Thesloughing continues, and the bones 
are laid bare; necrosis may follow; poultices 
and carbolic acid lotions are used. Healthy 
granulations are springing up in the dee 
tissues, and if inflammation is not renewed, 
the remai parts of the hand may be pre- 
served. In this case much will depend upon 
the general health of the patient. 


Inflammation of the Knee Joint. 


This man (a farmer) was well up to six 
years ago, when after cleaning out a deep 
well, his left knee began to swell and e 
ce Soon after an ulcer began on the leg 

low, and continued until a few months ago; 
then his knee became enlarged and very pain- 
ful. The circulation in this leg ie weaker than 
in the other. Inflammation has been going 
on ; a thickening of the ligaments, and erasion 
of the cartilages areapparent. You notice a 
dee 4 ta below the patella; it is caused 
by the falling back of the bones of the leg; 
the former riding over, and projecting as you 
see. I shall put the leg in a splint to support 
the joint. 

ere has been periostitis, ostitis and syn- 
ovial inflammation, which will probably end 
in anchylosis. The only treatment besides 
support to the bones, is to lessen the inflam- 
mation and give perfect rest to the joint. 
Tonics, iron and quinine, cod-liver oil, iodide 
of potassium, should be given in such affec- 
tions of the joints. These lesions depend on 
weakened vital powers and a scrofulous taint 
in the system. 


Dislocation of Patella. 


This boy injured himself by a fall, six 
months “fo: and dislocation of the patella fol- 
lowed. The surfaces of the joint are more 
roughened, and, I think, are changing in form. 
I can reduce this readily, but the muscles of 
the leg throw it out again. This limb must 
be confined in a splint, and have perfect rest 
for a few weeks, then a knee-cap or support- 
er should be bound over it and worna long 
time. I think he will recover. 
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Tumor of the Thigh, 
This man, upon whom I operated a few 


weeks ago, for a benigu recurrent tumor of 


the thigh, is much improved. A week after 
the operation, the parts sloughed away, and 
I thought gangrene would foliow. But it was 
checked by tonic treatment avd applications 
of carbolic acid. A few days after, L grafted 
in several sections of healthy skin, from 
which granulation have sprung up, aod it 
looks favorable for a rapid recovery. 

: Bursal Dropey. 

This man had a swelling of the knee joint 
four years ago, which continued some mouths, 
then disappeared. It reappeared, and has 
been increasing ever since. Both knees are 
affected, the right one being the larger and 
more painful. The swelling is not uniform 
over the joint. Pressure indicates fluid. This 
fluid does not seem to be in the j. int, nor to 
communicate with it. Moving the joint, a 
rubbing sensation follows, as if roughened 
surfaces were brought together. Lymph has 
been thrown out around these burse, or 
closed sacs, and this uneven swelling is 
caused by their distension. If this is neglect- 
ed if, may implicate the joint. The treatment 
_ is blistering and mercurial ointment over the 
— I do not think it safe to inject stimu- 
ating substances into the joint or burse. 
This practice, once so common, is now seldom 
used. lodide ot potassium internally, with 
the proto-iodide of iron, etc., is the best 
remedy. There seems to be ascrofulous taint 
in this patient, and it will be some time before 
he recovers. 

Fracture of the Skull, 

This patient was brought to this clinic three 
weeks ago 10-day, with a fracture of the base 
of the skull. You will remember that the 
brain substance was oozing from the right 
ear. The gray and white neurin was clearly 
distinguished, and passed round to the class. 
The case was very critical, with little proba- 
bility of his living over twenty-four hours. 
He had fallen, sixteen feet, striking his head 
on the corner of a strong tool-chest. The 
fracture was evidently extensive, traversing 
the petrous bone, lacerating the membranes, 
and opening a fissure sufficient for the brain 
substance to escape. There was hemorrhage 
from the ear, of both arterial and venous 
blood; the petrous or other sinuses must have 
been lacerated. He was in a state of pro- 
found coma, the pupils dilated, the pulse was 
slow and irregular, the surface cold, and every 
indication of a speedy death from collapse. 
Alcohol and water applications were made to 
the head, and enemata of soap and water, 
with spirits of turpentine, were administered. 
These symptoms gradually improved for the 
next: forty-eight hours, but a complete paraly- 
sis of one side of the body and a loss of con- 
sciousness remained. The case continued to 
improve favorably until the pe day, when 
erysipelas came on, and spread over the face 
and head. This, I think, aided materially in 
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diverting or com cerebral. inflamma. 
tion, The ipelas _ disappeared, and 
the paralysis is improved, except that ox the 
facial nerve, which may be permanent, as this 
was evidently injured e aqueductus fal. 
lopii foramen. ‘This man is now able to walk 
about, and eats well ; his mental power is not 
restored, I will allow him to go to-his home, 
and shall watch the case, and, bring it before 
you again, for it is a remarkable result. 
Fistula in Ano. 


Here {s a case of complete fistula in ano, a 
sinus withtwo openings, one in the rectum, 
the other on the surface ofthe body. This js 
a common form of the disease. This paputa, 
or wart-like excrescence, is the external 
opening. A few drops of urine escape from 
this opeping when he micturates; so this 
should be called vesico rectal fistula. This 
arises from an abscess which has burrowed 
its way externally, penetrating the coats of 
ths bladder. The opening must be small, as 
only a few drops of urine are ever passed at 
a time ; fecal matter and air passes occassion. 
‘ally. The pain is of a peculiar aggravati 
character, and a sensation of dragging is 
sm present. With the finger in the rectum, I 
feel a hard callous tissue, along the line of the 
sinus. It is often difficuit to determine wheth- 
er the fistula is complete; a little coloring 
matter injected into the opening, while your 
finger is in the rectum,,will detect it by the 
stain. 

An operation will furnish the only p»ssible 
means of relief in this case. The sinus is 
straight; I shall carry a probe bistoury up 
through it to the rectum, resting it axaiost 
the fiuger nail, and draw them both out to 
gether, cutting all between the finger and the 
knife. A pledget of lint saturated in carboli: 
acid will comprise the dressing. I have found 
these operations to be more painful and de- 
pressing than similar operations in other parts 
of the body. 


Cancer of the Penis, 


This man is a clergymen, 67 years old, of 
vigorous health, and has had this warty growth 
on the penis for many years. He first noticed 
it as an excrescence on the prepuce ; this he 
destroyed with caustic. A similar one formed 
near the margin of the glans; it was v 
irritable, and spread over the glans; this 
cerated, and a fungoid growth sprouted up, 
involving the entire glans penis. A trave 
cancer doctor applied a caustic plaster w 
destroyed it. It soon returned, growing 
pidly to its present size, and m0 pe eo for 
some years. Always painful, and occasionally 
bleed ng, it renders him very uncomfortable. 
Lately it is more painful, and he desires 
have it removed. He does not wish any alr 
esthetic, so I will amputate at once. 1 
this circular silver clamp around the 
retracting the skin, compressing the 
cial arteries, and deadening the sensibility, 
and also as a gnide for the knife; then, 
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one wee knife, I sever this diseased 
mass. He has suffered but little pain by this 
operation. ‘The inguinal glands are not in- 
volved, and I have strong opes he may re- 
cover, although the disease is liable to return. 


Wound of the Temporal Artery. 


He fell on an adze, producing a jagged wound 
in the temporal region. He dressed it him- 
self; five days after he called Dr. Marsh, who 
tried pressure, and succeeded. Erysipelas set 
in, and bleeding came on again, and con- 
tinued at intervals for two weeks. The 
wound has become a phagedenic ulcer with 
fungus growths and is be renova The tempo- 
ral artery has been tied; pressure and all the 
usual styptics have been used; the erysi 

is going away, but the wound looks and 
the man’s health is declining. Perfect rest 
and a strong nutritious diet, with careful 
dressing of the wound. If this does not 
succeed, I shall tie the carotid artery. Per- 
sulphate of iron does not act well as a styptic 
in this case, it fuses and burns rather 
astringes. T advise to-day tannin and glyce- 
rine. 


2 
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MepIcat SociETIEs, 


ARKANSAS STATE MEDICAL ASSOCI- 
ATION. 


The Association met at Little Rock, Nov. 
5, Dr. P. C. HooPpEr in the chair. 

In his a he said : 

Considerin e peculiar character of the 
services rendered by the ee and the 
peremptory manner in which his time and 
skill may be demanded, it becomes a subject 
of proper inquiry whether some legislation 
would not be justifiable, looking toward se- 
curing the payment of his fees. He uent- 
ly cannot hesitate to think even of this 
matter when called upon. There are influ- 
enees hourly moving him, “that spring from 
nobler motives than a fee.” But devoting 
his whole life and energies to the well-being 
and health and life of others, it is but scant 
justice that he should be protected in the la- 
boriously earned wages for his services. This 
might be done by a reservation in exemption 
laws, and an elevation of these indebtednesses 
in the classification of the debts of decedents. 
Thus, gentlemen, have I endeavored to throw 
out some hints and suggestions to assist us 
in the right accomplishment of the laudable 

ects of this association. 
_ if in anything I have said I have succeeded 
in directing attention to subjects of import- 
ance in our consultations, I have accom- 
plished my purpose. I may be permitted, 
in conclusion, to indulge not only the hope 
but the confidence that our deliberations will 

harmonious and sincere, and that when: 


Mediéal Societies. 


This man was brought here by Dr. MARsH. ‘profession respected an 
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we return to our active duties each one of us 
can say he “‘has been at a feast and stolen 
some of the scraps.” We may congratulate 
ourselves that this society is now on a firm 
basis. “Let us each labor to make it perma- 
nent, that thus we may assist to e our 
honorable—to grow 
in scientific attainments, to cement the bonds 
of ne aia | and mutual esteem, and so, 
manfully honestly, do our part in the great 
work we have taken upon ourselves. 

L. Augspath, D. D.8., sent in an inter- 
dental — and, on motion, he was invited 
to attend and explain it. The reading of the 
minutes was dispensed with. A discussion 
followed on the mode of voting, and the 
composition of the association. 

Dr. Augspath was then introduced by Dr. 
Hooper, and an exhaustive explanation of his 
invention made, the subject being a youth of 
sixteen years. A vote of thanks was taken, 
for the gift of the instrument and the doctor’s 
remarks. 

The committee of medical ethics reported, 
and it was ado R 

The report of the Committee on Climatolo- 
gy, through Dr. Lawrence, its chairman, was 
next read by Dr. P. O. Hooper. 

It was referred to the Committee on Publi- 
cation. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year 
came next, resulting as follows: 

Dr. J. M. Holcombe, president ; 0. A. Hob- 
son, J. F. Davies and W. W. Bailey, vice 
presidents ; E. V. Deuell and Ed. Cross, re- 
cording secretaries ; C. Watkins, correspond- 
ing secretary ; J. B. Bond, treasurer. 

The session adjourned until 2:30 P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The body was called to order by Dr. Hooper, 
R. G. Jennings acting as secretary pro tem. 

The president elect, J. M. Holcombe, was 
introduced to his chair. 

The Committee on Scientific Communi- 
cations reported addresses on different sub- 
jects. They were: 

1. Malarial Heematuria. 

2. Influenza. 

3. Cholera, by Dr. Du Val. 

4. Inflammation of the Knee Joint, by W. 
H. Hawkins. 

5. A Sanilary Survey of Little Rock, R. G. 
Jennings. 

6. Malarial Hematuria, J. M. Holcombe. 

The first four were read and received. 

The Committee on Medical Ethics made a 
report in the matters of Dr. G. W. Lawrence, 
and a question anent eclecticism. They re- 

rted that Dr. Lawrence was, and is a mem- 

er of the American Medical Association, 
also of this body, and the circular in 
question has been indorsed by the first 
pamed body ; and after due and careful inves- 
tigation of the circular, they can find nothing 
therein in contravention of the true spirit of 
medical ethics, or in any wise derogatory to 
the dignity of the regular profession, and no 
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censure thereto can or should attach to. the 
cultivated and distinguished author. 

The committee answered the question “‘can 
an “electic’’ physician, under the constitu- 
tion of the State Medical Association, be ac- 
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cepted by a medical society as a member?” 
by saying that the reg Tecog. 
nized no physician as x who practiced 
* eclecticism.’? T brew be 
Adjourned. aa 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 
On Wines.. 

The British Medical Journal says: The 
Freaoch Academy of Medicine has de- 
voted itself during two sittings in this month 
to the discussion of the question of the use of 
wines and spirits from the medical point of 
view. M. BERGERON has reported in the 
name of a commission specially appointed, and 
the Academy, after debating on their very 
able report, has determined to secure for it a 
wide popular circulation. The Academy takes 

recisely the view which we have taken on 
ao occasions in considering this question. 
It demonstrates at great length that it is by 
quitting the use of the cheap light wines of the 
country, and by adopting the dangerous, se- 
ductive, and powerful stimulants, such as 
cassis, petit méle, and cider and brandy, that 
the French population is declining into drunk- 
enress. In our own country the place of 
these drinks among the working classes is 
taken by gin, rum, and strong beer. 

A great and beneficial change has already 
been evoked in the habits of our upper and 
middle classes by the more extended intro- 
duction of a variety of light wines of varied 
and unimpeachable dietetic value, It seems 
to be the tolerably unanimous opinion of med- 
ical practitioners of this day, that the existing 
type of diseases is one of prostration and de- 
bility, and thas the most successful basis of 
treatment is by the tonic .and restorative 
methods. Thus, in-hospital no less that in 
oe practice, the prescription of stimulants 

as taken a constantly increasing develop- 
ment. 

The reduction of the wine duties has been a 
great boon here, as not only has it had the 
effect of doubling the consumption of wine 
within the short space of ten years, but it has 
made light wine—what it should undoubtedly 
be—an article of daily and ordinary cunsump- 
tion, and far less liable to be taken in excess 
than when wine was a highly stimulating and 
costly luxury. At the present time, the facil- 
ities for obtaining cheap and wholesome wines 
and other stimulants, bearing the guarantee 
of large and respectable dealers in almost 
every town and village, is an advantage which 
deserves to be kept in view. 

Cheap wine has no doubt a certain amount 








of prejudice yet to overcome, and the medical 
man may do much in assisting to dispel this. 
Cheapness in wine does not pedtonebeey 5 argue 
a deficiency in stimulating and nouri 
qualities, still lees unwholesomeness. The fact 
is, and it is Hepattant that this should: be 
borne in mind, that the cheap wines of the 
present day were only a few years ago, 
though identieal in quality and description, 
sold at prices very nearly double those of the 
presert time. How this has been bronght 
about by increased supplies, and the ope 

up of new districts and countries, it would not 
be difficult to show. Suflice it to say that, of 
the three principal wine-producing countries, 
viz.: Spain, Portugal, and France, our home 
consumption has in d daring the last ten 
years from 5,877,506 gallons in 1860, to 13, 
373,725 gallons in 1870, the quantity of wines 
from Spain alone being 6 269,325 gallons in 
1870, against 2,975,769 gallons in 1860. 

In our issue of the 7th January last we 
touched upon the article sherry, and drew 
attention to the impertant place ‘occupied by 
Spain as a wine-producing country: Since that 
time we have continued to use opportunities 
of testing and comparing the relative quali- 
ties and prices of various sherries offered for 
sale, and have been especially struck by some 
light, delicate, pale sherries obtained from 
the Messrs. W. & A. Gilbey, of Oxford street. 
We think it due to the commercial enterprise 
and a fair recognition of the undoubted bene- 
fit which this has conferred upon medical 
patients in the introduction of sound, whole- 
some wines at moderate prices, to say that 
some of these sherries approach nearer to 
our idea of what a good, generous, stimulating 
wine should be, than anything we have seen 
for some time past, while the price places 
them within the reach of all when required 
for medicinal and dietetic purposes. We 
to this firm, now the largest in the trade, in 
order to illustrate the facts as to the facilities 
for obtaining cheap wines now as com 
with only a few years ago, for it is certainly 
within our recollection when wines such % 
a8 could not be obtained under double the 
price. 


Advantages of Hypodermic Injections. 
Dr. E. BorckK says in the Medical Archives, 
the advantages claimed for hypodermic medi- 
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cation may be briefly enumerated as follows: 
1st. Promptitude of action—not unfrequent- 
ly a most important object. 

2. Greater certainty and exactness of ad- 
ministration. There isno danger of a por- 
tion being ejected, commingled with the sali- 
va, or the entire rejection of the medicine, as 
ube 2YSS in the ordinary method by the 
mouth. 

3. A saving of the drug 5 but one-third ‘to 
one-half, or even less, of the ordinary dose 
being required. row 

4, The foctay by which medicines can be 
administered by method, when they could 
not by the mouth; as in tetanus, coma, delfri- 
um, etc. 

The remedies thus far generally used by hy- 
—— injection have been narcotics to al- 
ay pain,and in the treatment of neuralgia 
and rheumatism, orto induce rapid quiet, as 
in mania a potu ; quinine, in fevers; strychnia, 
in paralysis ; the chloride and bichloride of 
mercury, in syphilis (tne latter extensively by 
LEWIN, of Berlin, whose success has become 
revowned of late); argenti nitras, as a count- 
er irritant ; ergotin, in affections of the womb, 
by Dr. SWIDERSKIO, of Posen; and belladonna, 
thus administered in opium poison, has prov- 
en invaluable. 

1 frequently use cannabis indica hypoder- 
mically in dysmenorrhoea (from 10'to 30 drops 
of fl. ext.), and have met with no other un- 
pleasant result than that in a few cases of in- 
toxication. Could not’ other medicines be 
thus employed in the treatment of diseases ? 
A wide field for investigation is here before 
us. How would it do with emetics or cathar- 
tics, in certain’ cases? For instance, in 
pseudo-membranous croup, would the injec- 
tiou of the fluid extract of ipecac or of tartar 
emetic be as prompt and potent as when ad- 
ministered. by the mouth? Or,in a case 
where a hard substance is lodged in the cese- 
phagus, which we cannot extract and dare not 
push into the stomach, in whith to give an 
emetic by the mouth would of course be im- 
possible, could emesis thus be produced? Or 
in obstinate constipation, where all medicines 
by the stomach are rejected and enemata can- 
not be retained, could: catharsis thus be pro- 
Se 

ve no ce of trying emeties by- 
podermically with young children, as,I should 
certainly do did opportunity afford, but will 
give the case of anadult, in which I injected 
tartar emetic, not only without any bad con- 
ayenees but with the happiest, resuit. 
_ dt became my painful ed to attend, dur- 
lpg several paroxysms of delirium tremens, 
Dr. P. B., a stout, muscular man, accustomed 
to strong drinks, and then using morphia him- 
self. In one of his paroxysms, in which four 
or five men could not keep him in bed, al- 
though he had taken morphia, the quantity I 
could not learn, I nevertheless injected one 
grain of morphia at once into the thigh, and 
Within ten minutes he went tosleep and slept 
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all night. Ue felt very sick next morning, 
rate a few days’ rest had quite recovered, 
and promised to drink no more, feeling as- 
sured that his continued excesses would kill 
him. But a few weeks later I was again 
called to attend him for a greater debauch 
= nce : found a in a oo 
motionless, with tongue and mouth v ry; 
the former coated and like a file, okie dry, 
eyes dry; fixed and dilated; he had had no 
evacuationand pen yay his urine; all the 
secretions were arrested, and he was evidently 
in great distress. Heseemed almost in articulo 
mo~tis, but retained sufficient consciousness, 
pointing to his abdomen, to mutter, ‘ Start 
my secretions, or I die!’? His friends were 
in great alarm, and one, who saw me before 
using the syri in his case, asked me 
whether I could not save him again with that 
needie. I could not learn whether he had ta- 
ken any opium, but thought, both from his 
condition and knowing it to be his custom, 
that he had, and afterward learned from him 
that he had, but he did not know how much. 
In his former attacks he had always been de- 
lirious and noisy; now, in the condition de- 
scribed. What could pe done? L felt satis- 
fied that nothing could save Lim unless bis 
secretions were in. aroused; an emetic, 
possibly, would relieve him. Knowing that 
tartar emetic had been administered hypoder- 
mically, I dissolved ove grain in water and in- 
jected it in right hypochondriac region, and re- 
mained at his bedside watching the result, 
rea!ly expecting him to die ; but within seveu 
minutes he began to vomit,and ejected a large 
quantity of whisky-smellivg fluid, with some 
eatables, and continued vomiting and retching 
for some time. He also passed a little urine, 
and his bowels were moved—first, of some sol- 
id matter, and then large watery evacuations ; 
perspiration fairly poured off him and he be- 
came very weak, with pulse quick aud feeble. 
I gave him some chicken tea and brandy, and 


‘was obliged to resort to some calomel and 


opium to quiet the retching, after which he 
went to sleep, and ina few davs was about 
again. le said he could feel a little soreness 
where the puncture was made. L[u this case I 
do not think an emetic administered by the 
mouth. or anything else, would have produced 
such prompt and good results. 


The Cholera in New York. 


Recently in New York, an important re- 
port from the Sanitary Committee of the Board 
of Health, with reference to the approach of 
the cholera, was laid before that body. The 
committee seeks neither to exaggerate nor to 
underrate the gravity of the situation, but de- 
sire to avail themselves of every meané at 
their command, if possible, to prevent its ex- 
tension. 

To that end, they recommend a thorough 
cleansing of the streets aud wharves, a. ap- 
plication of disinfectanis to texemen.s acd 
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sailors’ boarding houses, and the dispersion 
of cellar Fs aaa ergo to more wholesome 
quarters. They also urge a reissue of a circu- 
lar to officers and agents of all vessels convey- 
ing emigranis from the vorthern of 
Europe, enforcing the necessity of cleanliness 
prompt isolation, and treatment of all cases 
of diarrhea, together with the free use of 
proper disinfectants to soiled clothing, etc. 
All classes of citizens here, at home, mean- 
while, should co-operate for the common good. 
The committee also say: “The medical 
history of the military posts in New York 
shows that cholera, yellow fever, and kindred 
diseases have been brought within the city 
limits by the recruits taken from the vagrant 
pulation of other cities. The refusal of the 
ecretary of War to require returns to be 
made to the department of the contagious and 
infectious diseases occurring among troops at 
posts within the city limits, leaves the board 
owerless to protect the city against the intro- 
uction of cholera, or other contagious, infec- 
tious, or pestilintial diseases, through that 
channel.” 





Reviews and Book Notices. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Essential of the Principles and Practice of 
Medicine. A Hand-Book for Students and 
Practitioners. By HENRY HARTSHORNE, A. 
M., M. D., etc. Third edition, thoroughly 
revised. Phila.; Henry C. Lea, 1871,1 vol., 
cloth, 8 vo. Price $2.38. 


The present edition of Dr. HARTSHORNE’s 
Essentials is increased by a variety of new 
matter on the topics of tuberculosis, relaps- 
ing fever, carbolic acid, hydrate of chloral, 
etc. He author expresses his belief that the 
views, in some degree peculiar, which he ad- 
vocated in his fist edition, are now more gen- 
erally recognized by the profession than for- 
merly. The instances, as examples, the doc- 
trines he advocates in regard to the pathology 
of inflammation, the value of venesection, 
the error of indiscriminate stimulation, and 
the uselessness of personal quarantine in yel- 
low fever and cholera. 

Whether his claim is correct in reference to 
the last mentioned of these topics is open to 
question, but the benefit derived from a full 
discussion of such important subjects in a 
popular work cannot be doubted. 

Treatment and Prevent:on of Decay of the Teeth 
A Practical and Popular Treatise. By Ros. 
ERT ARTHUR, M. D., D.DS., with thirty- 
eight illustrations. Philadelphia: J. 
Lippincott & Co., 1871. 1 vol.,12 mo., pp. 256. 
The author of this work intimates that he 

designs it to be of a popular, rather than a 
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scientific character. It is to be regretted that 
he has attempted to give it this form, for it is 
not well adapted for popular instruction, and 


a semi-popular style is not apt to command 
the attention of scientific men. 

What we mean may be illustrated by the 
chapter on the Prevention of Decay “de. 
scribed in detail.” This is solely by separa. 
ting teeth closely in contact, which are threat- 
ened with decay. This is an important step, 
and deserving of wider recognition by dentists, 
But it is by no means the only means of pre- 
venting decay, and the chapter omits very 
many other details, which, in a popular work, 
should be introduced. 

The author’s views, however, deserve a 
careful reading by all dental specialists. He 
brings a long experience, and considerable 
thought to bear on the plans he prefers and 
recommends. Evidently he is an original and 
careful observer, and the method he proposes 
commends itself to physiology and common 
sense. 


A Text Book of Pathological Histology; an In- 
troduction to the study of Pathological 
Anatomy. By Dr. Edward RinDFLEISCH, 
Professor in Bonn ; translated from the 
Second German Edition, with permission of 
the author, William C. Kiroman, M.D., 
assisted by F.T. Wixzs, M. D., Professor 
of Anatomy, University of Maryland; with 
208 illustrations. Philadelphia: Lindsay & 
Blakiston. 1 vol. 8vo pp. 695. Price, cloth, 
$6.00; sheep, $7.00. 

This admirable work is the production of 


years of labor and conscientious study. The 
author notifies us in his preface, that it “ 
nated more at the microscope, than at 
writing table.” There is not a page that 
does not bear the traces of original investi- 
gation. It may justly be considered the stand- 
ard treatise on pathological histology. 

It is divided into two ; the 
General, the second 1. In the former 
the author describes the decomposition and 
degeneration of tissues, and Degree me new 
formations. In the latter, anomalies of 
the various tissues and are € 
specifically and thoroughly. Numerous éx- 
amples and illustrations are inters 
showing minutely the various new growths 
and structural alterations to which all the 
tissues are liable. The most recent 
of other observers are embodied, and impat- 
tially criticized. 

The illustrations are well made, and judi- 
ciously chosen. A new and useful feature is 
“‘ biographical index” in which references are 
given not merely to the body of the text, but 
to various monographs and articles on the topic 
in serial publications. 





ag Ease = 


gesee 


FaGeekas LETS 


eo 
S 


SESSE FE 


Dec. 2, ¥871.] _ 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER 


PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 25, 1871. 








8. W, BUTLER, M. D., D..G. BRINTON, M. D., Editors. 


s7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

s@ To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 

a7 Subscribers are requested to forward to us copies 
of newspapers containing reports of Medical Society 
meetings, or other items of special medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience ot coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belougs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 


THE REPORTER--1872. 


We have everything to encourage us to be- 
gin the year 1872 with emergy and a deter- 
mination tomake the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
REPORTER a better journalthanever. The past 
has been by far the best year it has ever 
known. Its circulation has steadily in- 
creased, and is increasing. We have every reas- 
on toj believe that we shall add ome thous- 








' and new subscribers to our list in the next 


three months, outside of the direct efforts 
of our present subscribers. [Let them exert 
themselves and our List will be doubled 
in that time. Come, friends, try it now, and 
benefit yourselves and the cause of medicine 
by strenghening our hands! Always get the 
$5 in advance and then retain one dollar cash 
for every annual payment from new subscri- 
bers you send, or order $1.25 worth from our 
office in books, instruments, etc. If you work 
for us we want to pay you for it. Five new 
subscribers will pay your own subscription, or 
get you $6 worth of books, etc. Our present 
subscribers are the best agents we can have, 
for they know the worth of the REPORTER. 
Now, be active in the next four weeks—and 
let us start the new year with a rousing 
list of new subscribers! ! 

a jhe Record aa 1872 - now ready. 
ose des a copy in season for beginn 
the year, should ante ample time to edit 
But the Record can be used from any date. 
The patent ben is a feature that makes it 
very popular with the profession, as does also 
the prelimin which contain a great 
deal of valuable ormation. 
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51 
MEDICAL CLIMATOLOGY. 

All who have taken an interest in general 
sanitary science will appreciate the high value 
to be attached to the study of medical geog- 
raphy. In the ordinary line of English text- 
books, the only work which has given this 
topic any adequate consideration is AIKEN’S 
Practice, in the second volume of which there 
is a rather inaccurate and unsatisfactory medi- 
cal chart of the world, sufficient, however, to 
illustrate the character ef the problems which 
noso-geography undertakes to explain. 

In the German language there were several 
coraplete and excellent treatises on the sub- 
ject from the pen of Dr. A. Munry, the most 
comprehensive of which is his Climatographi- 
cal View of the Earth (Klimatographische 
Uebersicht der Erde). This volume of nearly 
eight hundred pages, embraces a great number 
of carefully compared observations, and at 
present remains the standard work on this 
branch of science. 

Little has been done in this country beyond 
the collection of isolated facts, and even of 
these there are hardly enough to supply a 
medical geography of the United States. 

The proposition was recently made by Dr. 
Gro. W. LAWRENCE, to the State Medical 
Society of Arkansas, to enlist in the enter- 
prise governmental aid. At the last session 
of that body, he remarked: 

“Climatology is properly a medico-political 
subject—a topic of general importance to the 
human race. It not only interests medical 
men, but where a continent is considered, its 
advantages course all the ramifications of 
commerce. Consequently, it is not America 
alone that derives benefit from a correct 
knowledge of the climatology of the country, 
but nationalities and all the powers of the 
civilized world are interested and embraced 
in it. 

‘In climatology we require further important 
medical data—statisical climatic facts, espe- 
cially concerning diseases throughout the 
United States and its adjacent territory— 
seeking it not only for the advantages of the 
living. but benevolently for those who may 
come after us. 





giz 


“Government auspices alone can satisfacto- 
rily supply the desideratum—furnish us with 
the desired wants and thorough statistical in- 
formation, carefully collected, that we may 
carry to posterity the transformations or rela- 
tions that belong to the mutations of cycles, 
or the transitional life of a continent. 

“Further particulars, more extended and 
closer observation, more comprehensive facts, 
other than those heretofore derived from 
BLODGETT’s valuable contribution to science, 
on the climatology of the United States, are 
required in making a record for the country. 
At this era we should have replete knowledge 
of all that belongs to physical surfaces—of 
iso-latitudes, of iso-zones, carefully compared, 
from margin to margin, from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. We desire scientific statistics for 
resulits—true iso-thermal lines throughout, 
from beyond the frost lines of our southern 
gulf-coast to the regions beyond the snow lines 
of British America. A knowledge of clima- 
tology and its dependencies should fill every 
reflective mind with contemplation. In its 
bearings, all classes of society, from the most 
erudite, through ail the various avenues of 
enterprise and traffic, down to the thoughtful 
tradesman and husbandman, are benefitted ; 
allshould value the study and profit by its 
teachings. 

‘ Officials, wherever signal service extends, 
should report the state of the weather, direc- 
tions and force of the wind, mean temperature, 
Fah. (at 6 A. M.,12 M.and 6 P.M.) of the 
atmosphere. Also, barometic, hygrometic and 
ozonic conditions of the air. The weather 
gauge at each station should give full particu- 
lars—daily record and report the fall of rain, 
snow, hail, freezings, dew point, etc. If epi- 
demic, endemic or any diseases are rife in any 
part of ths domain, such diseases should be 
carefully noted for record. Research thus 
made in the interest of science, arts and 
medical literature should be carefully tabu- 
lated and regularly reported by the respective 
departments of the government. The eleva- 
tions, mountain ranges, valleys, basins, plains, 
water courses, all physically determine the 
most important locations to be selected for 
signal service stations. The islands margin 
ing the Atlantic coast, Bermuda, Jamaica 
Hayti, Bahamas, Cuba, and Key West, Flori- 
da, stand prominent, and hold such relations 
to the continent that weather sentinels on the 
east and south-east should be erected, and all 
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friendly powers should co-operate for maritinié 
protection. In the Pacific ocean the Sandwich 
islands westerly and the Gallipagos islands 
on the south-west of our territory, would give 
navigators warning when approaching the 
Pacific coast.” 

We are not sanguine in the belief that 
either the central or state government can be 
enlisted in this enterprise, but the sugges. 
tions of Dr. LAWRENCE are timely, and de. 
serve general attention. Perhaps too much 
attention has been given to the personal fac. 
tors of disease, and not enough to the extra- 
neous causes which contro] life and health 
quite as much as habits and temperaments. 

Something of the sort is said to be one of 
the objects of the American Medical Associ- 
ation, and we have not quite relinquished the 
hope that when that body has defiuitely 
settled the current political and ethical ques- 
tions of the day, it will render important 
contribulions to this department of medical 
science, among others. 


+ 
> 





Notes and Comments. 


Cow-Fox, 

Itis stated, on the authority of Dr. Hitaury 
DARLINGTON, that the cow-pox prevails 
among the cattle in the neighborhood of Con- 
cordville, Delaware county,in this State. Dr. 
D. is using some virus, in his practice, taken 
from a heifer. 

It is possible that the above statement is 
true, though we have never been satisfied that 
the true cow-pox, which is a disease sui generis, 
has ever existed in this country. Some phy- 
sicians have been trying to produce the dis 
ease by inoculating the heifer with small 
pox virus. : 

That does not produce true eow-poz, and 
caution physicians to be careful how they ez 
periment in that direction, or they will be 
unwittingly spreading the contagion of small- 
pox, instead of protecting their patients. We 
are not yet fully satisfied of the entire relia- 
bility of any of the so-called true cow-pox 
virus that it is sold in this country. Certain 
it is, that in Paris, several years ago, there 
was a great deal of vaccinating done with 
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“ pure cow-pox \virus,’’ which entirely disap- 
pointed the expectations from it, except of 
the surgeon who created the excitement and 
performed the operation, and who made a 
fortune thereby: It was decided in the 
Academy of Medicine that his vaccinations 
were not protective. ; 

So far as our own information and experi- 
ence goes, we prefer to rely on the humanized 
virus, and that, we believe, is thoroughly re- 
liable. The hue,and cry against “‘ impure vi- 
rus,” etc., is, we believe, almost entirely sen- 
sational. There are other ways for account- 
ing for the occasional accidents from vaccina- 
tion than by attributing them to impure virus. 


17 In a notice (REPORTER, July 15, 
1871, page 64,) of “an important opera- 
tion”? performed by Dr. THomas Hay, at 
York, Penna., we stated that the Doctor re- 
moved an inverted uterus, with an intra-mu- 
ral fibrous tumor of the fundus, (an account 
of which case, with a wood-cut illustration, 
will be found in this number of the REPORTER, 
(p. 493), we inadvertently gave the Doctor’s 
residence as at York, Pa., whereas, he was 
only sojourning there. The Doctor will 
shortly resume the active practice of his pro- 
fession at his residence, in this city. 


a 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC, 


Darwinism. 


Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

In a late number of your valuable journal 
Inotice a brief review of “‘ The Descent of 
Man’’ and Darwinism. I am surprised at the 
superficiality of the views there expressed, and 
at the complete failure to grasp the subject at 
issue. The author of that editorial is desti- 
tate of even a vague and rudimentary know!l- 
edge of the vast subject on which he ventures 
to pronounce so decided an opinion. 

Having been for years a student of Darwin- 
ism, and a firm believer in his hypothesis of 
evolution, it pains me to see ene who, like 
yourself, belongs to the very front rank of 
medical and scientific ess, Show 80 mea- 
ger a knowledge of so splendid a theme. 
The careful perusal of “‘ HERBERT SPENCER'S 
Work” in connection with Mr. DaRw1n’s for- 
mer work on the “ Origin of Species,” would 
have shown you how weak is the argument on 
which you seem to base so much. 
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You evidently forgot when you wrote that 
editorial, that in respect to man, important 
physical and anatomical changes are not now 
to be expected, as a product of natural selec- 
tion, since variations in intelligence will be 
sooner seized upon by it than variations in 
physical structure. It is the brain that now 

s man the superiority over man and over 
the brute. “And what vast differences do we 
see around us in mental power, and in the 
ability to successfully compete with rivals in 
the struggle for existence, owing to the great- 
er heterogeneity and complexity of the cere- 
bral apparatus. : 

That the strongest mentally are the jirst in 
the race of life, and that those who know the 
most, have the most general intelligence, and 
are consequently the best adapted to their en- 
vironment, are the “‘ fittest,” is atruism which 
I am surely not called upon to defend. 

I should like well, Mr. Editor, if you would 

ve me leave to write an article on Darwin- 
ism for your columns,in which I will en- 
deavur to show the reasonableness of that 
hypothesis, if, indeed, hypothesis it be. The 
atomic theory is entirely hypothetical, and 
yet we could not well dispense with it, for no 
other hypothesis so well accounts for the 
facts. with Darwinism. It accounts for 
the facts better than any other hypothesis. 

Iam convinced that no system of philoso- 
phy or religion has anything better than hy- 
pothesis at the bottom; then, for heaven’s 
sake, let us found our beliefs on that hypoth- 
esis which is the most reasonable. 

Yours, truly, Rationis et Legis Cansé, 
DARWINIAN. 

[It is always easier to call names than to 
refute arguments, and the, above better fully 
illustrates that respectable truism. We have 
advanced two arguments in this journal 
against the evolution of species—first, the law 
of winimum muscular action with maximum 
force; second, the existence of undeveloped 
as well as rudimentary organs. As we have 
not time, jast now, to bestow “a careful peru- 
sal on HERBERT SPENCER'S works, in connec- 
tion with Dr. DaRwin’s former work,’ and as 
our memory does not recall any discussion in 
either of those productions of the above argu- 
ments, we will cheerfully admit a refutation 
of them by our correspondent. But as we 
have Darwin’s famous book at hand, we 
believe that unless we can understand the 
evolution theory from it, we would also fail to 
do so by looking through another’s spectacles. 
Eps.} 


Poisoning by Morphia treated by Belladonna. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 

I offer the following hastily comngonne article 
as a contribution to your valuable journal: 
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A few days ago, after returning from my 
country practice, at 5 P. M., a messenger 
awaited me at my office, to summon me hasti- 
Wy a few squares, to see a babe six months old. 

little brother but four, in imitation of a 
doctor, had given it a carelessly placed mor- 

hia powder, composed of at least three- 

ourths opium. I had ordered it myself to the 
parent some few months before, to counteract 
an excruciating pain. 

It will be noted that the drug was taken at 
1 P. M., and I saw the patient at 5 P. M., four 
hours intervening. On seeing it, I found it 
useless to give an emetic, for the poison 
was already absorbed. The child was in a 
deep coma, with contracted pupil ; respiration 
very slow, and almost imperceptible by in- 
spection or palpitation ; countenance suffused ; 
surface cool, with cold extremities; pulse 
very feeble and threadlike. To arouse it 
from the coma was my first eftort. This I 
tried to execute b parisien, ammonia 
fumes to the nostril, cold showers, pricking 
the cuticle, and all other minor proceedings 
I could recall. Each answered for a moment, 
but the coma was so profound that finally all 
failed to impress the peripheral nerves suf- 
ficiently to call forth a response from the 
brain. I then ordered two vessels to be filled, 
one with warm the other with cold water, and 
immerse the patiert alternately into the one 
and the other. This had the effect to produce 
a pase or two. I then recalled the reading 

ap article on this subject, in a back number 
of the REPORTER, recommending belladonna. 
So with orders to continue the alternate im- 
mersions, I drove speedily to my office and 
obtained the tr. belladonna, gave at once 
gtts L, repeating every 15 minutes, until three 
doses had been administered. My efforts 
were now directed to prevent sleep, until ab- 
sorption took place. 

Once I was almost discouraged, and felt 
like becoming skeptical in the use of the bel- 
ladonna; but presently my doubts vanished, 
by discovering my little patient presenting 
signs of activity. By the time absorption had 
been fully effected child was declared out 
of danger, and beyond the death grasp of the 
opium. What a chenge in that household! 

My object in reporting the above case is to 
corroborate the statements of former articles 
in this journal on the efficacy of belladonna 
as ao antidote to opium. Had I not have 
seen articles of the same kind in the REPORT- 
ER, I feel confident one little life would now 
be extinct. Thanks, then, to the ever welcome 
REPORTER, With its many matured contribu- 
tors, scattering rich seeds of information 
throughout the entire continent. 

W.G. Bryxtey, M. D. 

Washington, Pa., Nov. 5, 1871. 
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——Dr. Ropert A. CHRISTIAN, a 


sistant Surgeon, U. 8. A., at Fort Hays, 
sas, committed suicide on the 18th ult. 


De 
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Re-Vacsination. 

On this subject, now so important, Profes. 
sor GrorGE B, Woop speaks as follows, in 
his “‘ Practice of Medicine,” vol. 1, pages 
6-7, edition of 1866: “ This operation should 
be employed in every case which has not been 
tested by A a to small-pox contagion 
during an epidemic prevalence of the disease, 
It may be asked whether vaccination should 
be employed in persons previously affected 
with the small-pox. I should err 
answer this question in the affirmative. 
has been before stated that, though fewer per- 
sons are attacked with varioloid after inocu- 
lation or natural small-pox than after vacci- 
nation, yet a great number perish. The same 
protection that a second vaccination extends 
in one case will probably be extended by vac- 
cination in the other, and is even more needed, 
at least so far as life is concerned. It is gen- 
erally stated in the books that vaccination 
after small-pox produces little or no effect. 
My own observation has been exactly the re- 
verse. In concluding this subject I would 
again strongly urge the propriety of universal 
re-vaccivation, as the means not only of pro- 
moting the comfort and possibly of saving the 
life of the individual, but also of preventing 
the spread of small-pox and of ultimately 
eradicating it, if not from the globe, at least 
from extensive communities.’’ 


——At the commencement exercises of the 
Syrian Medical College, Beyroot, six students 
reeeived diplomas. Eleven appeared for the 
final examination, but the test was so severe 
that five were rejected. 





MARRIED. 


CLarK—Haun.—On November 15th, at Clifton 8; 

New York, by Rev. William B. Edson. Mr. Thomas Clark, 
Philadelphia, and Miss Nettie M. Habn, daughter of the late 
Dr. F. B. Hahn, formerly of Philadelphia. 

McCormickx—Smi7ru.—At the ence of the brides 
parents, Nov. 9th, by the Rev. C. C. Salter, S. C. McCor- 
mick, M. D. and Lou. E. Smith, only daughter of Dr. V. 
Smith, all of Duluth, 

PorTs#R—ELLIs.—November 16th, by the Rev. Joseph W. 
Porter, Dr. W. T. Porter, formerly of Philadelphia, snd 
Miss Mary M., eldest daughter of Colonel 8. M. all of 
Phenixville, Pa. 

SroppaRD—HakRIMAN.—In Belfast, Me,, October 26th, 
by Rev. W. L. Brown, Dr. George W. 8 and Mis 
Amanda M. Harriman, both of Belfast. 


DIED. 


KELLEY —November 20th, at Mars., Dr. John 
Waly Kelley, son of the late Dr. John Clawson Kelley, of 
° 
Eepstc—At Beoling, Pa., October 27th, 1871, Dr. La 
late the 


cian H. Kendall, "U. 8. Navy, late of 
county, N, J.,son of the late Dr RB. M. terme 
of that city, in the 33d year of his age. 
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